[Role of transesophageal echocardiography in the diagnosis of cardiac disorders].
Transesophageal echocardiography provides a new window for ultrasound examination of the heart. The approach allows ultrasonic access to the heart in patients with transthoracic images of inadequate quality. Furthermore, transesophageal examination may provide information additional to that from the conventional transthoracic approach in the search for lesions including complications of endocarditis, mitral prosthesis dysfunction, aortic dissection, embolism of cardiac origin and selected cardiac malformations.